Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection
Bureau of Natural Resources

Fisheries Division

79 EIm Street, Hartford, CT 06106

860-424-FISH (3474)

www.ct.gov/deep/fishing




TheFish $ocking Reportis published annually by the
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

Katie DykesCommissioner

Susan WhalerDeputy Commissioner
Bureau of Natural Resources
Rik JacobsonChief
Fisheries Division
PeteAarrestad Director
79 Elm Street
Hartford, CT 06106127
860-424-FISH (3474)
www.ct.gov/deep/fishing

i O

ctfishandwildlife @ctfishinginfo

Table of Contents

Introduction 3
/| 2yySOGAQOdziQa {(i201SR CAaK 3
DEEP StateishHatcheries 6
[ 2yySOGAQdziQa 1 I GOKSNE wlkA&SR ¢ N dzi 9
When and Whee are Trout Stocked 10

Fish DistributionNumbers
2018 Stocking Summary 11
Trout Stocked By the Fisheries DivisionmBaryof Catchable Trout Stocked in 2018 12
Trout and Salmon Stamp 13
Lakes and Ponds 14
River, Streams, and Brooks 21
Other Fish Stocked By the Fisheries Division 32

Brown Trout Fry 32
BroodstockAtlantic Salmon 33
Kokanee Salmofny 33
Northern Pike 34
Walleye 34
Channel Catfish 35
Miscellaneoudnland Stockig 36
Migratory FishSpeciesStocking 37

Cover: A beautiful Brook Troutvasfooled by a fly cast bfpemian Sorrentino Demian was in thity-fishingonly portion of the Willimantic River Trout
Management Area in Willingtont is one ofhisfrequent early season haunts, typically not crowded and very productive. On S&iééy3, he landed this beauty of
a Brookie ora 5 weight setup, using a #8 olive wooly bugger w/ a gold bead head.

The Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employesrirattted to complying with
the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities ARtease contact us at (860) 45810 ordeep.accommodations@ct.gdfvyou: have a disability and need
a communication aid or service; have limited proficiency in English and may need information in another language; aslif tofilevan ADA or Title VI
discrimination complaint.
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INTRODUCTION

Recreational fishing is a healthy outdoor experience that is impottethie quality of life for many of

| 2yyYySOUAOdzrQaABNBabRSFaADALIE (2 ( K&ilich fishing 8apsienj&ellby 2 Y
adult anglers annuallthed Sy STAGa (2 /2yySOGAOdziQa SO2y2Yé I NB
estimated to be approximately486 million dollars per =

yeart. A major objective of the Connecticut :
Department of Energy and Environmental &%
t N2GSOGA2Y QaDiwsborom)t —
is to enhance and diversify recreational : S
fisheries

To supporthigh-quality fishing experiences to accelerate the pace of restoratipthe Sate of Connecticustocks ish
that are reared at one of threet&e fish hatcheries or imanagedmarshes purchased with Federal Sportfish
Restoration(SFRjunds and that arecaptured during upstream migratiorCurrently,Brown Trouf Brook Troug
Rainbow TroutAtlantic Salmormnd Kokanee Salmoa landlocked form of the anadromo®acificSockeye &mon)are
raised at oner moreof the threeSate fish hatcheriesOtherstockedspeciesncludeNorthern Pikgspawned in
managedmarshesand purchased from commercial vendorsm@8FR funds Walleye and Channel Catfish (purchased
from commercial vendorgith SFR fundand/or State funds and Americant@d, Alewife,Sea Lampreyand Blueback
herring (captured as they migrate into freshwater to spawn).

] 2yy80GAOdzZiQa {(i2018R CAAK®

TROUT: The FD stocks trout into waters that have season) A subset of waters (including a nunth Trout
suitable habitat and arepen to public fishingln general Management Areasjre stocked in September and
the FDstockshundreds of thousands afatchable sized October (late season}o enhance fall and wintetrout
trout each yearinto approximately150 rivers streams fishing.
and 100 lakefponds. Catchable sizettout can beadult
(9-12 inches),& a LJS Otkolit f(12-84¢inch rangg or Innovative fish management tools such as
surplus broodstockweighing 210 poundsor more). In minimum lengths, reduced creel limits, catahd
addition, aproximatelyseveral hundred thousand more releaseonly areas and wild trounanagementreas are
trout are stocked ag/earlings(7-9 inche$ or fry and used to enhance angler opportunities in selecteaters
fingerlings (16 inch trout). Although these special management areas (Trout Parks,
Springtimeisthe primarytime fortrout fishing in Trophy Trout Streamsrdut Management AregsTrout
Connecticut Trout distribution generally begins ilate Management Lakeand Wild Tout Management Areas)
February(pre-season)and continuesuntil mid-May (in are perhaps the moshoticeable and popular trout
seasonp a2 NB GKIFy KIFfF O#md &S fisNaysaredasNivdiids bfNDE catdhabigized Rrout
their respective watersprior to Qpening Day (pre- stocked inConnecticut are released into areas with no

special management or regulatior(®here statewide
regulations apply. Maps displayingtockingpoints are
availablefor over 200 dcations on the DEEP web page
http://www.ct.gov/deep/troutstockingmaps

€ < <

Brown Trout

1U.S. Department of the Interior, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and U.S. Department of Commerce, U.S. Census Bureau. 2011
National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildhfsociated Recreation (Connecticut Summary).
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KOKANEE SALMORbkaneere a dndHocked form of
the Pacific Sockeye afhon first introduced to

/| 2y y SO A Odzii TheBEEPTUrEntlymthiatain &
a Kokanee Salmorfishery in West Hill Pond (New
Hartford/Barkhamstedand East Twin Lake (Salisbury)
Each fall mture Kokanee are trametted and
transported to the Burlington State=ish Hatchery for
spawning Theeggs are incubatednd after theyhatch
are reareduntil the fry arestocked in the sprig. Ry
surplus to the needs of West Hill and East Tiakeare
stocked in either Wononskopomuc (Salisbury) or Beach
Pond (Voluntown/Exeter, RI).

NORTHERN PIKENorthern Pike fisheries are
developed and maintained by stockifiggerlings (3 8")
that are raised ilmanagedmarshedocatedin Haddam,
Kent, Litchfield and Mansfield Pike fry growth and
survival aremaximized by managinthe water level,
vegetation type and by limitingredatory fish species.
Within a fewmonths, pike fingerlings are captured by
lowering the water level in each of the marsheén
addition to DEEP stockisighe Lake Lillinonah Authority
may purchase and stockpike yearlings into Lake
Lillinonah.

WALLEY.EDEEP began to developalleye fisheriesn
1993 whichare supported throughannual stockingof 4

to 6 inch fingerlingpurchased using Feda Sportfish
RestorationFunds Walleye are stockeal rates of 815
fishper acre in each lakelhedevelopingfishely in each
lake is evaluated by monitoring the growth and
abundance ofWalleye and other fish species and by
measuing angler effort and fishing succeds. addition

to fish purchased and stocked by DEEP, the South Central

CT Regional Water Authority, Aquarion Water Company,
and Townof East Hamptomay also purchase \alleye

(stocked into water compangroperty watersand Lake

Pocotgaug respectively).

CHANNEL CATFI3®tpanding upon the popularity of
the Channel Catfish fishgin the Connecticut River and
privately ownedwaters stocked by individuals, thED
began stocking Channel Catfish in 200he FDstocks
Channel Catfishs either yearling(ready for harvest in
2-3 years)or adultsized fish(ready for immediate
harvest). The objective stocking Channel Catfisé to
provide a high quality ya round fishery, especially in
areas with high population density.

ATLANTIC SALMONrom 1992 to 2013, the FD
annually stocked over one million juvenile salmon (fry,
parr, and smolts) as part of a mudfiate and Federal
effort to restore Atlanticsalmon to the Connecticut River
watershed. The Federal effort concluded in 2013,
however, the FD still maintagrsalmon at the Kensington
State Fish Hatchery to preserve the genetic integrity of
the Connecticut River strain.

The FDplans to stock approximately one hundred
thousand newly hatched salmon fry into selected
streams within the Farmington and Salmon River
watersheds as part of a Legacy Progranensure the
continued presence of Atlanti@Bnon inConnecticut. It
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is important to note that any juvenile or adult salmon
captured within the Farmington River, Salmon River, or
anywhere else in the Connecticut River watershed are a
result of these stockingsAll salmoncaughtin these
waters must be released immediatedjthout avoidable
injury.

To support the unique Atlantic anon
recreational fishery that has been established in the
state, the FD is specifically producing about 1;Q(HDO,

2-3 year old fish (average weight ob2pounds) to stock

in Atlantic SalmonBroodstock areas.These fish are
stocked before they ever produce egghn additional
200250 large (average weight of 4% pounds)
broodstock Atlantic salmon are produced each year and
are stocked for recreational fishing after being
spawned. Salmon & stocked into sections of the
Naugatuck and Shetucket Rivers each félarvest is
Ffft26SR Ay (GKSasS | NBlax
Guide for detas. Starting in 2007, AtlanticaBnon were
also stocked into some Kes. Lakes that have recesd
Atlantic Salmon in prior years includ&each Pond
(Voluntown), Crystal Lake (Ellington/Stafford), Mount
¢2Y t2yR 02l akKAay3aidzyosz
and Mashapaug Lak@Union) have received Atlantic
Salmon.

American Shad

SEARUNBROWN TROUTDEEP contingeefforts to
develop and enhance runs of saean trout in selected
coastal streams by stocking fry, parr, and smolts into
streams with direct access to Long Island Sound that
have suitable habitat. Prior efforts have used the
Seeforellen strain, howeverelginning in 2014 all trout
released by this project were of the lijoki strain of sea
run Brown Trout. Unlike the Seeforellen, the lijoki is a
true searun strain of trout imported as eggs each year
from Finland and incubated, hatched, and reared until
release at the Burlington State Fish Hatchery.

ANADROMOUS CLUPEIRESTORATION AND
ENHANCEMENDER isactively working to restore
and enhance anadromous Americ&mad, Aewife and
Blueback Herring runs in Connecticut by removing
obsolete dams, building fishways that allow fish to
rate past remaining dams, and_transplanting -

N~B§ W adlRs frohfstReants vithYieaithihé tidlAete Va

rivers having suitable habitat and water quality.
Alewives are captured from Bride BrookBlueback
Herring from Connedtut River coves, and American
Shad from the_ Holyoke_Darfish lift on the Connecticut

b St RPA inWRLAchudesSTRNIIRA Nk Gricked foll 2 )

streams targeted for restoration and releasetb
reprodue naturally

Alewife

E

Blueback herring

All fish illustrationsusedwith permission fromNew York State Department of Environmental Conservation



DEEP StateishHatcheries thersheriesdivision managethreefish hatcheriesBurlington State Fish

Hatchery (BurlingtonQuinebaug Valley State Trout Hatchery (Plainfieldyi Kensington State Fish Hatchery (Berlin)
The staff at these hatcherigse charged with hatching, rearing, andstlibuting over700,000catchable fiskand
400,000fry, fingerlings, and eggs in order to support vari¢idmanagement goalsThese threefish hatcheriegproduce
all of the trout and salmon stocked ltige FD

| 2yySOGAOdzi Qa &Aavéfalrkey fish te&ingkatedn QaikcS IseS(fr hiching eggs and rearing
the fry andfingerlings)intermediate &nks (fish & inches)final tanks (612 inches) andéroodstocktanks(hold large
fish that provide the eggs amdilt [sperm for productionof future generations of stocked trout

Burlington State Fish Hatchery
Address: 34 Belden Rd, Burlington, CT 06013
Hours: 8:00 am to 80 pm
Tours: SeHguided or by reservation
Phone: 8666732340

TheBurlingtonState Fish Hatchemyas constructed in 1923
making it our oldest operational fish hatcherpne of the many types of
FAAK OdzZ G§dzNBR | dirviioK A & G KT § DK S RE .
ARSI O0SKAYR (KS aGadzNOA@2NE LINRIE
closely mimic the behavior of witdout, are more temperature tolerant,
have better avian predator avoidance, and will be able to reproduce
successfully on their owrf-isherieDivisionstaff collect potential broodstock from the West Branch Farmington River
each fall and transfer thesésh to the BurlingtorState Fish HatcheryAfterspawningthe adults are returned to the
river and their offspring raised and stockegpaoximatelyone year later. While research continues on the effectiveness
of the program, initial information indicas the progranhas been successfulrhere werarery fewd 6 A f R€ . NB gy
in the West Branch Farmington River prior to these efforts and now wild Bfoawurt catches are commonplace. In
FRRAGAZ2YS 62N] O2yRdzOGSR Ay 2NIEE | BldA& | Al FiRffafRewdnB<SNg MK 2
Cortland strain stocked by the statélhe Burlington State Fish Hatcheryhis only State hatchery that reakokanee
Salmoriry.

Quinebaug Valley State Trout Hatchery
Address: 141 Trout Hatchery Rd, Central Village, CT 06332
Hours: 8:@ am tov3:AGDme L ) )
Tours:SelHdzA RSR Ay UKS @AaAidz2NRa
open to the public).
Phone: 866564-7542

TheQuinebaug Valley State Trodatcheryisone of
the largest trout production facilities on the East Coast.
Builtin 1971 at a cost of 2.5 million dolaand renovated in
tK S YA R hebatbhresisiskppligd by 11 wells that
eachproduce 56500 gallons per minute (gpm) and water
recirculation pumgto provides another 1,000 gpmlhis
guantity of waterallows the facility to produce an estimated 380,000 pounds of troutfstribution throughout public
waterways in Connecticut antitee million eggsQuinebaug Valley State Trout Hatchery belonghé&National
Broodstock Registry arab such caship fishand egggo other facilities. The Quinnebaug facilitis pleasé to support
¢ NP dzi | yTrokt W Xtie £ERssreb@iroject by providing Bown Trout eggs. Over 100 schomisConnecticut
participateeach year. The studenisonitor the eggs until they hatch and theeleas the fry into a local waterbody.
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Kensington State Fish Hatchery
Address: 120 Old Hatchery Rd, Kensington, CT 06037
Hours: Not open to the public
Phone: 866829-8518

Constructed in 1934he Kensington State Fish
Hatcheryis our second oldest hatchery in operation. On
of the former functions of the Kensingtorstate Fish
Hatchery was to suppo#tlantic SalmonRestoration
efforts. With Federalestorationefforts concludd
(2013) DEEK | & 06S3dzy GKS a&a[ S3l
programwill maintainenough Atlantic Salmon at our
Kensington State Fish Hatchery to preserve genetic
integrity of the Conneicut River strain. For over 45
years, biologists have been breeding adult salmon that
have returned to the Connecticut River as part of the restoration program. Fish that were originally stocked to support
restoration came from Maine, but over time the gendtientity of the strain shifted as fish adapted to their new river.
The current strain is the southernmost population of Atlantic Salmon and it is important to maintain this strain, not only
G2 adzLIR2 NI /¢Qa ' Gt yiAo { I deWd yhiglieyehetiOrésourds Bhdifponande dzli |
which may go beyond the boundaries of Connecticut.

In addition, each year, surplus broodstakd 23 year old salmon (raised specifically for this fisharg)
released into the Naugatuck and ShetucRéters as well as selected lakes. These fish provide a unique angling
opportunity that attractsanglers worldwide Surplus eggs are supplied to over 80 schth@sparticipate in the
| 2YyySOGAOdzi wA @S Balnfohlr-Sedylprdgram. Kudénts érd réspansibfer caring forthe eggs until
they hatch, feethgthe fry, and then releangthem into localwaters.
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